
Southeast Connector Project

A grant award of $34 million will allow the Cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill, Iowa, to construct a 
final, critical gap in the regional transportation network. The Southeast (SE) Connector is a multi-modal 
urban arterial from downtown Des Moines to U.S. Highway 65 that traverses through the southeast 
portion of Des Moines, extending into the city limits of Pleasant Hill.

The City of Des Moines, as the lead entity, plans to construct the final segment of the SE Connector 
from SE 30th Street to U.S. Highway 65, completing the decades-long-planned urban arterial from 
downtown Des Moines (including U.S. Highway 69) to U.S. Highway 65. The SE Connector will 
complete a critical gap in the existing local and regional transportation network by providing a safe and 
efficient multi-modal transportation connector. 

Completing the SE Connector will extend the Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway corridor from Interstate 
235 to U.S. Highway 65 (shown in Figure 1). Completing this final segment will result in a continuous 
corridor connecting downtown Des Moines and Interstate 235 with U.S. Highway 65/ Iowa Highway 
5, providing regional connections to Interstates 80 and 35 and significantly increasing efficiency in 
transporting goods from Des Moines’ new transload facility. Upon completion, the entire roadway is 
planned to be named Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway.

Figure 1. SE Connector

The SE Connector – SE 30th to U.S. Highway 65 project is located primarily within the Des Moines, 
Iowa urbanized area. Along the project alignment, the urbanized boundary is at the original north-south 
location of Pleasant Hill Boulevard near the east end of the project. A north-south line extending from 
SE 43rd Street is the corporate boundary shared by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill. This is 
also the boundary between Census Tract 53 in Des Moines and Census Tract 108.04 in Pleasant Hill. 
Census Tract 53 in Polk County, Iowa, is a Historically Disadvantaged Community but is not an Area of 
Persistent Poverty. The census tract information from the Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool 
is provided in Figure 2.

Project Description
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INFRA Grant funds would be leveraged to construct the final 2.2 miles of roadway between SE 30th 
Street and the Pleasant Hill Boulevard intersection at U.S. Highway 65, as shown in the Project Location 
File. The completed roadway has been designed to replace Vandalia Road as an Intermodal Connector 
on the National Highway System. 

The roadway  project provides two vehicular travel lanes, curbs and gutters, street lighting, and a
12-foot-wide multi-use trail with  green space on the south side as, illustrated in Figure 3. The project 
includes grading for possible future expansion should traffic demand or development necessitate. The 
construction also consists of a 1,515-foot-long, seven-span bridge that traverses over Fourmile Creek (a 
source of historic flooding), the floodway, and a railroad spur, as illustrated in Figure 4. The design is 
currently 90% complete.

Figure 2. Historic Disadvantaged Area

Figure 3. Typical Section of the Project

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/national_highway_system/nhs_maps/iowa/des_moines_ia.pdf


Southeast Connector Project

Figure 4. 1,515 foot-long bridge over Fourmile Creek, the floodway and railroad spur

As shown in Figure 5, the project includes the construction of intersections at SE 30th, SE 36th and SE 
43rd Streets, as well as improvements to those roadways. SE 30th Street improvements will replace the 
existing roadway between the newly rehabilitated viaduct to the north and reconstructed roadway to the 
south. SE 36th and SE 43rd Street improvements extend south to Vandalia Road. Extending further east 
along the corridor, the project includes a new bridge spanning over Fourmile Creek as described above 
and connections with the Pleasant Hill Boulevard intersection and U.S. Highway 65 interchange. 

Figure 5. Local Roadway Network Improvements with the SE Connector Project
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The SE Connector, as the final section of Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway, offers a continuous 
corridor between the National Highway System and the Des Moines Industrial transload facility with 
access to four separate railroads (Burlington Northern Santa Fe, Norfolk Southern, Union Pacific 
and Iowa Interstate Railroad). The transload facility is located on the north side of the roadway and 
directly accessed from East Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway at SE 15th Street. Modification to public 
infrastructure to support expansion of the transload facility includes relocating an existing stormwater 
detention basin. The existing basin will be replaced on the south side of East Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Parkway. Moving the basin will allow Des Moines Industrial to double their warehouse storage and 
number of users, resulting in a twenty to forty percent increase in rail and truck volumes entering and 
leaving the site. 

Des Moines Industrial has projected that warehouse expansion of up to 125,000 square feet would 
increase the number of rail cars from 2,500 to as much as 3,500. Trucks on site would increase similarly, 
from 10,000 to as much as 14,000 annually.

This final segment of the SE Connector is completing a corridor that began decades ago. Permit 
applications have been submitted, and final design is 90% complete. Property acquisition is 75% 
complete with condemnation hearings scheduled before September 30, 2023. Experienced City of 
Des Moines staff performs overall project management. Professional consulting services are used to 
supplement City staff.

The SE Connector project is consistent with Des Moines’ Transportation Master Plan, MoveDSM. 
MoveDSM aims to provide a transportation network for everyone, providing transportation options for 
every user at every stage of life.

The SE Connector project is also consistent with the Des Moines metro-wide Tomorrow Plan, a 
progressive plan for the sustainable development of the Greater Des Moines region over the next 40 
years, by supporting the following goals of the Tomorrow Plan:

The groundwork for the SE Connector began in 1979 with a study for the road project initially known 
as the Commercial Business District (CBD) Loop Arterial, later established as Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Parkway. The project included the construction of a new multi-lane roadway bordering downtown Des 
Moines that connects to Interstate 235. Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway was designed and constructed in 
multiple phases, with the completion of the final intersection at Fleur Drive in 2005.

In 1999, the City’s Southeast Diagonal Corridor/Project Location Major Investment Study further 
considered a transportation corridor from Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway near downtown through 
southeastern Des Moines to connect with U.S. Highway 65. As the Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway 
construction was underway west of the Des Moines River, the City initiated the SE Connector project 
in 2004 to extend the corridor to U.S. Highway 65. The final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
was made available in January 2010, and the Record of Decision (ROD) was published in May 2010. 
Roadway construction began in 2006 near the Des Moines River and the latest section between SE 15th 
Street and SE 30th Street opened in 2016.

Tomorrow Plan Goal 1 - “Create a Resilient
Regional Economy” by completing a critical

multi-modal connection.

Tomorrow Plan Goal 3 - “Further the Health 
and Well-Being of All Residents in the

Region” by providing a vitally important
trail connection.

https://cms2.revize.com/revize/desmoines/document_center/Engineering%20and%20Traffic%20Forms%20and%20Documents/Traffic/MoveDSM_Transportation%20Master%20Plan.pdf
https://dmampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/the-tomorrow-plan-full-document-pdf.pdf
https://seconnector.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/CondensedSEConnectorFEIS-January2010.pdf
https://seconnector.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/SEConnectorRecordofDecisionMay2010.pdf
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The completion of the SE Connector will accomplish the following:
Improve Safety
The SE Connector will significantly improve the safety of the region’s transportation system by:

•	 Providing a controlled-access, urbanized roadway with a multi-use trail
•	 Diverting traffic from existing streets that have a history of crashes
•	 Eliminating the need for motorists and trucks to traverse three active railroad crossings
•	 Reducing response times for emergency services

Improve Flood Protection Resilience
The SE Connector project will also reduce flood risk to the area by improving and raising adjacent 
levees. This project includes the relocation and improvement of approximately 4,000 linear feet of the 
Southeast Des Moines levee system to reduce flood risk to valuable assets, critical facilities, and the 
community generally located north of the Des Moines River and west of Fourmile Creek. That work is 
being done in partnership with the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and in conjunction 
with improvements that are underway to the overall City of Des Moines’ levee systems for the Des 
Moines River, Raccoon River, and Fourmile Creek.

Improve the Movement of People and Goods
The SE Connector will increase the region’s capacity for the movement of people and goods by 
completing a critical roadway network connection from downtown Des Moines to U.S. Highway 65.

Enhance Regional Economic Competitiveness
The SE Connector will enhance regional economic competitiveness by providing direct highway 
and interstate access to the new railroad transload facility, a new mixed-use residential/commercial 
district under construction, and several existing industrial and commercial businesses. The regional 
transportation connection will provide reliable and efficient movement of people and goods.

Improve Community Connectivity
The SE Connector will provide a convenient and efficient east-west connection to a lower-income area 
of the city that currently has no efficient roadway corridor and no alternative transportation options.
The SE Connector provides the roadway connection and multiuse trail and provides an opportunity for 
Des Moines Area Regional Transit (DART) to offer service to an area of the community that currently 
has no scheduled fixed-route transit.

Enhance Quality of Life for the Region and Local Businesses and Residents
The SE Connector will enhance the quality of life of area residents by constructing an adjacent multiuse 
trail, filling a critical gap within the region’s trail network while providing an alternative transportation 
option to access employment, medical care, parks, and government services. This portion of the 
Des Moines metropolitan area is within a historically disadvantaged community that includes low-
income and underserved residents who currently lack adequate transportation to jobs and other critical 
destinations in the community.

Provide an excellent return on investment with a benefit-cost of 1.56


