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August 7, 2023 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington D.C. 20590 

pleasant hill 

RE: Des Moines & Pleasant Hill Southeast Connector RAISE Grant Application 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

The Cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill, Iowa are pleased to jointly submit the Southeast Connector 
- Southeast 30th Street to U.S. Highway 65 project for Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA)
funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program. Over the past two
decades, the central Iowa region and USDOT have partnered to accomplish the Southeast Com1ector.
This last phase provides a critical connection that is necessary to ultimately realize the full extent of
benefits and close vital gaps in the regional transportation and trail networks.

This final phase of the Southeast Connector completes the last two miles of the regional com1ection 
between downtown Des Moines and U.S. Highway 65 in Pleasant Hill and opens a vital economic 
corridor to efficiently transport rail and trucking goods. The project represents an opportunity to use 
infrastructure funding in a lower income, industrial Brownfield area to create jobs, increase economic 
competitiveness, support economic redevelopment, enhance access and safety for residents, and 
encourage enviromnental enhancements. The Southeast Connector is an arterial road project that 
provides a continuous corridor and a transportation alternative for local and regional traffic with access 
management and improved connectivity and avoids at-grade railroad crossings. 

The City of Des Moines is committed to obligating funds and ensuring the Southeast Com1ector is 
consh·ucted in accordance with the INFRA Grant program. Local funds have been used for project 
design and property acquisition. Subject to funding, construction would begin in 2025 with completion 
and completion in 2028. 

The Cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill look forward to receiving your support for the Southeast 
Connector. Please contact Steve Naber, City Engineer, at 515.283.4920 or slnaber@dmgov.org for any 
questions or additional information. 

Sincerely, 

T. M. Franklin Cownie, Mayor
City of Des Moines

' 

City of Pleasant Hill 





 



 

ZACHARY NUNN 
 

3RD DISTRICT, IOWA 

1232 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-1503 

(202) 225-5476 

August 17th, 2023 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

The Secretary of Transportation 

Office of the Secretary of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

Re: Support letter for City of Des Moines, IA - Southeast Connector Project – 2023 INFRA 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

 

I am writing to support the Southeast Connector Project, requesting Infrastructure for Rebuilding 

America (INFRA) funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program. 

The proposed project will complete the final segment of the Southeast Connector between SE 30th 

Street in Des Moines to US 65 in Pleasant Hill. This corridor will provide a critical link to the larger 

transportation system while providing infrastructure needed to expand a local transload facility. 

Previously completed segments of the Southeast Connector, now known as Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Parkway, have significantly impacted the Greater Des Moines metropolitan and broader region.  

This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several economic, 

environmental, and equitable benefits providing better resident quality of life while enhancing the 

sustained growth of Iowa’s capital city and its surrounding region. The Southeast Connector will:  

• Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines metropolitan area.  

• Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will 

reduce flood risk and allow for further industrial development in the area.  

• Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a critical rail freight 

operation for the region. 

• Improve truck freight movement through the area by improving access to US 65 and the 

Interstate to serve area businesses and the transload facility resulting in more efficient 

shipping for the region.  

• Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central Iowa Trail System, 

enhancing the quality of life and providing an alternative transportation option for area 

residents.  

• Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30th Street and 

Vandalia Road. 

 

The project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will enhance the area's 

livability and provide positive economic development and job creation opportunities.  

 

Sincerely, 

 



 

 

 

 
Address: 
800 Lincoln Way, Ames, IA  50010 

scott.marler@iowadot.us 

www.iowadot.gov 

515-239-1111 

Kim Reynolds, Governor 

Adam Gregg, Lt. Governor 

Scott Marler, Iowa DOT Director

August 3, 2023 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary, United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Support letter for City of Des Moines, IA - Southeast Connector Project – 2023 INFRA 
 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
I am writing to support the Southeast Connector Project, requesting Infrastructure for Rebuilding 
America (INFRA) funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program. The 
proposed project will complete the final segment of the Southeast Connector between SE 30th Street 
in Des Moines to US 65 in Pleasant Hill. This corridor will provide a critical link to the larger 
transportation system while providing infrastructure needed to expand a local transload facility. 
Previously completed segments of the Southeast Connector, now known as Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Parkway, have significantly impacted the Greater Des Moines metropolitan and broader region. 
 
This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several economic, 
environmental, and equitable benefits providing better resident quality of life while enhancing the 
sustained growth of Iowa’s capital city and its surrounding region. The Southeast Connector will:  
 

• Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines metropolitan area.  
• Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will reduce 

flood risk and allow for further industrial development in the area.  
• Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a critical rail freight 

operation for the region. 
• Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved and additional access to 

US 65 and the Interstate to serve area businesses and the transload facility resulting in more 
efficient and lower cost shipping for the region.  

• Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central Iowa Trail System, 
enhancing the quality of life and providing an alternative transportation option for area 
residents.  

• Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30th Street and Vandalia 
Road. 

 
The project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will enhance the area's livability 
and provide positive economic development and job creation opportunities.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Scott C. Marler, Director 
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July 24, 2023 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of the Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Re: Support letter for City of Des Moines, IA - Southeast Connector Project – 2023 INFRA 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:  
 
On behalf of the Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), I am pleased to offer support for 
utilizing Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary 
Grant (MPDG) for the Southeast Connector from SE 30th Street in Des Moines to US 65 in Pleasant Hill. The Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Parkway and Southeast Connector projects have had a significant impact on the Greater Des Moines 
region over the years.  The segment between SE 30th Street and US 65 would finalize this decades-long project and 
provide an important link in our transportation system.  
 
This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several economic, environmental, and 
equitable benefits providing better resident quality of life while enhancing the sustained growth of Iowa’s capital 
city and its surrounding region. The Southeast Connector will:  
 

• Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines metropolitan area.  
• Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will reduce flood risk 

and allow for further industrial development in the area.  
• Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a critical rail freight operation for the 

region. 
• Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved and additional access to US 65 

and the Interstate to serve area businesses and the transload facility resulting in more efficient and lower 
cost shipping for the region.  

• Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central Iowa Trail System, enhancing 
the quality of life and providing an alternative transportation option for area residents.  

• Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30th Street and Vandalia Road. 
 
The project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will enhance the livability of the area and 
provide positive opportunities for economic development and job creation.  The project has been a priority for the 
MPO for many years and is included in the 2050 Long-Range Transportation Plan, Mobilizing Tomorrow.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

420 Watson Powell Jr. Parkway, Suite 200 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

Phone: 515.334.0075 
Email: info@dmampo.org 

www.dmampo.org 

mailto:info@dmampo.org
http://www.dmampo.org/


The MPO is pleased to support this project.  Please know the MPO appreciates the Department’s continued 
assistance with improving our region and that we are available should you need any additional information.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Dylan Mullenix, Interim Executive Director 





 

August 4th, 2023  

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

The Secretary of Transportation 

Office of the Secretary of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

Re: Support letter for City of Des Moines, IA - Southeast Connector Project – 2023 

INFRA 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

 

I am writing to support the Southeast Connector Project, requesting Infrastructure 

for Rebuilding America (INFRA) funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project 

Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program. The proposed project will complete the 

final segment of the Southeast Connector between SE 30th Street in Des Moines 

to US 65 in Pleasant Hill. This corridor will provide a critical link to the larger 

transportation system while providing infrastructure needed to expand a local 

transload facility and for DART to relocate its transit Operations and Maintenance 

facility.  

 

This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several 

economic, environmental, and equitable benefits providing better resident 

quality of life while enhancing the sustained growth of Iowa’s capital city and its 

surrounding region. The Southeast Connector will:  

 

• Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines 

metropolitan area.  

• Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a 

stormwater basin that will reduce flood risk and allow for further industrial 

development in the area.  

• Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a 

critical rail freight operation for the region. 

• Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved 

and additional access to US 65 and the Interstate to serve area 

businesses and the transload facility resulting in more efficient and lower 

cost shipping for the region.  

• Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central 

Iowa Trail System, enhancing the quality of life and providing an 

alternative transportation option for area residents.  

• Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 

30th Street and Vandalia Road. 



 

   

The project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will 

enhance the area's livability and provide positive economic development and 

job creation opportunities.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Luis Montoya 

Chief Planning Officer 





 

 

Norfolk Southern Corporation      Rick Crawford 
One Constitution Avenue, NE Suite 300     Director-Public Projects 
Washington, DC 20002       Government Relations 
Telephone: (202) 265-7330 (cell) 
Rick.crawford@nscorp.com 

August 4, 2023 

 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
The Secretary of Transportation 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Re: SUPPORT LETTER FOR CITY OF DES MOINES, IA – SOUTHEAST CONNECTOR-2023 INFRA 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary, 
 

On behalf of Norfolk Southern Railway (NSR) I am writing to express support for the Southeast 
Connector Project’s request under the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) for funding from 
the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program. The proposed project will complete 
the final segment of the Southeast Connector between SE 30th Street in Des Moines to US 65 in 
Pleasant Hill. This corridor will provide a critical link to the larger transportation system while providing 
infrastructure needed to expand a local transload facility. Previously completed segments of the 
Southeast Connector, now known as Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway, have significantly impacted the 
Greater Des Moines metropolitan and broader region.  

This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several economic, 
environmental, and equitable benefits providing better resident quality of life while enhancing the 
sustained growth of Iowa’s capital city and its surrounding region. The Southeast Connector will:  

• Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines metropolitan area.  
• Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will reduce 

flood risk and allow for further industrial development in the area.  
• Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a critical rail freight operation 

for the region. 
• Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved and additional access to 

US 65 and the Interstate to serve area businesses and the transload facility resulting in more 
efficient and lower cost shipping for the region.  

• Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central Iowa Trail System, 
enhancing the quality of life and providing an alternative transportation option for area 
residents.  



• Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30th Street and Vandalia 
Road. 
 

The project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will enhance the area’s livability, 
provide positive economic development, and job creation opportunities.  

Respectively, 

Rick L. Crawford 
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