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August 7, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington D.C. 20590

RE: Des Moines & Pleasant Hill Southeast Connector RAISE Grant Application
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

The Cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill, lowa are pleased to jointly submit the Southeast Connector
— Southeast 30" Street to U.S. Highway 65 project for Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA)
funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program. Over the past two
decades, the central Iowa region and USDOT have partnered to accomplish the Southeast Connector.
This last phase provides a critical connection that is necessary to ultimately realize the full extent of
benefits and close vital gaps in the regional transportation and trail networks.

This final phase of the Southeast Connector completes the last two miles of the regional connection
between downtown Des Moines and U.S. Highway 65 in Pleasant Hill and opens a vital economic
corridor to efficiently transport rail and trucking goods. The project represents an opportunity to use
infrastructure funding in a lower income, industrial Brownfield area to create jobs, increase economic
competitiveness, support economic redevelopment, enhance access and safety for residents, and
encourage environmental enhancements. The Southeast Connector is an arterial road project that
provides a continuous corridor and a transportation alternative for local and regional traffic with access
management and improved connectivity and avoids at-grade railroad crossings.

The City of Des Moines is committed to obligating funds and ensuring the Southeast Connector is
constructed in accordance with the INFRA Grant program. Local funds have been used for project
design and property acquisition. Subject to funding, construction would begin in 2025 with completion
and completion in 2028.

The Cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill look forward to receiving your support for the Southeast
Connector. Please contact Steve Naber, City Engineer, at 515.283.4920 or slnaber@dmgov.org for any
questions or additional information.

Sincerely, '
7 ackls fine N A-R
Worlly fime Ve el S
T. M. Franklin Cownie, Mayor ~Sar Kurovski, Ma)%}

City of Des Moines City of Pleasant Hill
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Scott Sanders

City Manager

City of Des Moines

Des Moines City Hall — First Floor
400 Robert D Ray Drive

Des Moines, Iowa 50309

Dear Mr. Sanders:

I have contacted Secretary Buttigieg, of the U.S. Department of Transportation, regarding the
City of Des Moines’s Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) funding application from
the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant program for the Southeast Connector Project. 1
asked that this application be given all due consideration. Should I receive a response from the
Forest Service, [ will relay any helpful information to you.

Thank you for allowing me to be of assistance to you. If you have any further questions
regarding this, or any other federal matter, please do not hesitate to contact me again.

Sincerely,

Charles E. Grassley
United States Senator

CEG/sk
Committee Assignments:
RANKING MEMBER JUDICIARY Co-CHAIRMAN
BUDGET FINANCE CAUCUS ON

AGRICULTURE INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL



SJOMNI K. ERNDST

Lnited States Scenate P

Dear Mz, Harris,

Thank vou for contacting me to request assistance with your grant application for the Southeast
Connector Project. I appreciate the detail you provided to demonstrate how these grant funds would
be utilized.

In order to be most helpful, I have contacted the Department of Transportation directly and requested
full consideration of your grant application. As your United States Senator, 1t 15 an honor to ensure
Towans are considered for federal grants to better our communities and the services provided.

Thank vou again for reaching out with your request. If vou have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact Emily Covey in my Des Moines office at 733 Federal Building, 210 Walnut
Street, Des Mownes, IA or by phone at (515) 284-4574. Emuly may also be reached by email
at Emily Covevi@emst senate gov.

Sincerely,

Jomi K. Ernst
United States Senator

(ovof
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The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

The Secretary of Transportation

Office of the Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support letter for City of Des Moines, IA - Southeast Connector Project — 2023 INFRA
Dear Mr. Secretary,

I am writing to support the Southeast Connector Project, requesting Infrastructure for Rebuilding
America (INFRA) funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program.
The proposed project will complete the final segment of the Southeast Connector between SE 30th
Street in Des Moines to US 65 in Pleasant Hill. This corridor will provide a critical link to the larger
transportation system while providing infrastructure needed to expand a local transload facility.
Previously completed segments of the Southeast Connector, now known as Martin Luther King, Jr.
Parkway, have significantly impacted the Greater Des Moines metropolitan and broader region.
This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several economic,
environmental, and equitable benefits providing better resident quality of life while enhancing the
sustained growth of lowa’s capital city and its surrounding region. The Southeast Connector will:

e Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines metropolitan area.

e Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will
reduce flood risk and allow for further industrial development in the area.

e Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a critical rail freight
operation for the region.

e Improve truck freight movement through the area by improving access to US 65 and the
Interstate to serve area businesses and the transload facility resulting in more efficient
shipping for the region.

e Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central lowa Trail System,
enhancing the quality of life and providing an alternative transportation option for area
residents.

o Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30th Street and
Vandalia Road.

The project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will enhance the area's
livability and provide positive economic development and job creation opportunities.

Sincerely,

QM&, D



(#I0WADOT

Kim Reynolds, Governor
Adam Gregg, Lt. Governor
Scott Marler, lowa DOT Director

August 3, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

Secretary, United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

RE: Support letter for City of Des Moines, IA - Southeast Connector Project — 2023 INFRA
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

| am writing to support the Southeast Connector Project, requesting Infrastructure for Rebuilding
America (INFRA) funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program. The
proposed project will complete the final segment of the Southeast Connector between SE 30th Street
in Des Moines to US 65 in Pleasant Hill. This corridor will provide a critical link to the larger
transportation system while providing infrastructure needed to expand a local transload facility.
Previously completed segments of the Southeast Connector, now known as Martin Luther King, Ir.
Parkway, have significantly impacted the Greater Des Moines metropolitan and broader region.

This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several economic,
environmental, and equitable benefits providing better resident quality of life while enhancing the
sustained growth of lowa’s capital city and its surrounding region. The Southeast Connector will:

e Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines metropolitan area.

e Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will reduce
flood risk and allow for further industrial development in the area.

e Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a critical rail freight
operation for the region.

e Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved and additional access to
US 65 and the Interstate to serve area businesses and the transload facility resulting in more
efficient and lower cost shipping for the region.

e Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central lowa Trail System,
enhancing the quality of life and providing an alternative transportation option for area
residents.

e Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30th Street and Vandalia
Road.

The project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will enhance the area's livability
and provide positive economic development and job creation opportunities.

Sincerely,

St Al

Scott C. Marler, Director

. | 515-239-1111 | scott.marler@iowadot.us Q‘ Address:
800 Lincoln Way, Ames, IA 50010

@ | www.iowadot.gov
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July 24, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

The Secretary of Transportation

Office of the Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support letter for City of Des Moines, IA - Southeast Connector Project — 2023 INFRA
Dear Mr. Secretary,

I am writing to support the Southeast Connector Project, requesting Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA)
funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program. The proposed project will complete the
final segment of the Southeast Connector between SE 30th Street in Des Moines to US 65 in Pleasant Hill. This corridor
will provide a critical link to the larger transportation system while providing infrastructure needed to expand a local
transload facility. Previously completed segments of the Southeast Connector, now known as Martin Luther King, Jr.
Parkway, have significantly impacted the Greater Des Moines metropolitan and broader region.

This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several economic, environmental, and
equitable benefits providing better resident quality of life while enhancing the sustained growth of Towa’s capital city and
its surrounding region. The Southeast Connector will:

* Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines metropolitan area.

e Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will reduce flood risk and
allow for further industrial development in the area.

o Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a critical rail freight operation for the region.

e Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved and additional access to US 65 and the
Interstate to serve area businesses and the transload facility resulting in more efficient and lower cost shipping for
the region.

e Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central Iowa Trail System, enhancing the
quality of life and providing an alternative transportation option for area residents.

e Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30th Street and Vandalia Road.

The project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will enhance the area's livability and provide
positive economic development and job creation opportunities.

Sincerely,

Som

Tom Hockensmith, Chair
Polk County Board of Supervisors
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July 24, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

Secretary of the Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support letter for City of Des Moines, IA - Southeast Connector Project — 2023 INFRA
Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

On behalf of the Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), | am pleased to offer support for
utilizing Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary
Grant (MPDG) for the Southeast Connector from SE 30% Street in Des Moines to US 65 in Pleasant Hill. The Martin
Luther King, Jr. Parkway and Southeast Connector projects have had a significant impact on the Greater Des Moines
region over the years. The segment between SE 30" Street and US 65 would finalize this decades-long project and
provide an important link in our transportation system.

This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several economic, environmental, and
equitable benefits providing better resident quality of life while enhancing the sustained growth of lowa’s capital
city and its surrounding region. The Southeast Connector will:

e Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines metropolitan area.

e Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will reduce flood risk
and allow for further industrial development in the area.

e Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a critical rail freight operation for the
region.

e Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved and additional access to US 65
and the Interstate to serve area businesses and the transload facility resulting in more efficient and lower
cost shipping for the region.

e Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central lowa Trail System, enhancing
the quality of life and providing an alternative transportation option for area residents.

e Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30th Street and Vandalia Road.

The project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will enhance the livability of the area and
provide positive opportunities for economic development and job creation. The project has been a priority for the
MPO for many years and is included in the 2050 Long-Range Transportation Plan, Mobilizing Tomorrow.

Altoona « Ankeny < Bondurant « Carlisle « Clive « Dallas County « Des Moines « DART
Grimes * Johnston « Mitchellville « Norwalk « Pleasant Hill « Polk City * Polk County
Urbandale « Warren County « Waukee « West Des Moines * Windsor Heights


mailto:info@dmampo.org
http://www.dmampo.org/

The MPO is pleased to support this project. Please know the MPO appreciates the Department’s continued
assistance with improving our region and that we are available should you need any additional information.

Sincerely,

/)
; "‘ /’ /_," ~

Dylan Mullenix, Interim Executive Director



July 26, 2023 DES MOINES

International Airport
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
The Secretary of Transportation
Office of the Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support letter for City of Des Moines, IA - Southeast Connector Project — 2023 INFRA
Dear Mr. Secretary,

The Southeast Connector Project is a joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill. The
proposed project completes the final segment of the Southeast Connector between SE 30th Street in
Des Moines to US 65 in Pleasant Hill. I write today to request Infrastructure for Rebuilding America
(INFRA) funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program for this
project.

Once completed the project will result in several economic, environmental, and equitable benefits
providing better resident quality of life while enhancing the sustained growth of Iowa’s capital city
and its surrounding region. This corridor will provide a critical link to the larger transportation
system, and infrastructure needed to expand a local transload facility. The Southeast Connector will:

¢ Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines metropolitan area.

o Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will reduce
flood risk and allow for further industrial development in the area.

¢ Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a critical rail freight
operation for the region.

o Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved and additional access to
US 65 and the Interstate to serve area businesses and the transload facility resulting in more
efficient and lower cost shipping for the region.

e Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central Iowa Trail System,
enhancing the quality of life and providing an alternative transportation option for area residents.

+ Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30th Street and Vandalia
Road.

Previously completed segments of the Southeast Connector, now known as Martin Luther King, Jr.
Parkway, have significantly impacted the Greater Des Moines metropolitan and broader region. The
project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will enhance the area's livability
and provide positive economic development and job creation opportunities. I support the request for
Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project
Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program for this project.

rely, ;./ —
Kevin J. Fol}/ "7

Executive Director

Des Moines Airport Authority, 5800 Fleur Drive, Room # 207, Des Moines, IA 50321; T 515-256-5100; F 515-256-5025; www.dsmairport.com
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August 4th, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

The Secretary of Transportation

Office of the Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support letter for City of Des Moines, IA - Southeast Connector Project — 2023
INFRA

Dear Mr. Secretary,

I am writing to support the Southeast Connector Project, requesting Infrastructure
for Rebuilding America (INFRA) funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project
Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program. The proposed project will complete the
final segment of the Southeast Connector between SE 30th Street in Des Moines
to US 65 in Pleasant Hill. This corridor will provide a critical link to the larger
transportation system while providing infrastructure needed to expand a local
transload facility and for DART to relocate its fransit Operations and Maintenance
facility.

This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several
economic, environmental, and equitable benefits providing better resident
quality of life while enhancing the sustained growth of lowa'’s capital city and ifs
surrounding region. The Southeast Connector will:

e Provide a direct and confinuous travel route within the Des Moines
mefropolitan area.

e Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a
stormwater basin that will reduce flood risk and allow for further industrial
development in the area.

o Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial fransload facility, a
critical rail freight operation for the region.

e Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved
and additional access to US 65 and the Interstate to serve area
businesses and the fransload facility resulting in more efficient and lower
cost shipping for the region.

e Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central
lowa Trail System, enhancing the quality of life and providing an
alternative transportation option for area residents.

e Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE
30th Street and Vandalia Road.



The project is a critical fransportation improvement for the region that will
enhance the ared's livability and provide positive economic development and
job creation opportunities.

Sincerely,

Ty

Luis Montoya
Chief Planning Officer



Jn GREATER DES MOINES 700 Locust St, Ste. 100
AR | KoMl Des Moines, lowa 50309
p: (515) 286-4950
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July 25, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

Office of the Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support Letter for City of Des Moines, IA - Southeast Connector Project — 2023 INFRA
Dear Mr. Secretary,

| am writing in support of the Southeast Connector Project, requesting Infrastructure for Rebuilding
America (INFRA) funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program.
The proposed project will complete the final segment of the Southeast Connector between SE 30th
Street in Des Moines to U.S. 65 in Pleasant Hill. This corridor will provide a critical link to the larger
transportation system while providing infrastructure needed to expand a local transload facility.
Previously completed segments of the Southeast Connector, now known as Martin Luther King, Jr.
Parkway, have significantly impacted Greater Des Moines (DSM) and the broader region.

This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several economic,
environmental and equitable benefits expanding quality of life for residents while enhancing the
sustained growth of lowa’s capital city and its surrounding region. The Southeast Connector will:

e Provide a direct and continuous travel route within DSM.

o Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will
reduce flood risk and allow for further industrial development in the area.

o Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial Transload Facility, a critical rail freight
operation for the region.

o Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved and additional access
to U.S. 65 and the Interstate system to better serve area businesses and the Transload
Facility resulting in more efficient and lower cost shipping for the region.

e Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central lowa Trail System,
enhancing the quality of life and providing an alternative transportation option for area
residents.

o Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30th Street and
Vandalia Road.

The project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will enhance DSM’s quality of
life and provide positive economic development and job creation opportunities.

Sincerely,

President & CEO
Greater Des Moines Partnership

— DSM; |
 § ]
§ |




Norfolk Southern Corporation Rick Crawford
One Constitution Avenue, NE Suite 300 Director-Public Projects
Washington, DC 20002 Government Relations

Telephone: (202) 265-7330 (cell)
Rick.crawford@nscorp.com

August 4, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

The Secretary of Transportation

Office of the Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: SUPPORT LETTER FOR CITY OF DES MOINES, IA — SOUTHEAST CONNECTOR-2023 INFRA

Dear Mr. Secretary,

On behalf of Norfolk Southern Railway (NSR) | am writing to express support for the Southeast
Connector Project’s request under the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) for funding from
the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program. The proposed project will complete
the final segment of the Southeast Connector between SE 30th Street in Des Moines to US 65 in
Pleasant Hill. This corridor will provide a critical link to the larger transportation system while providing
infrastructure needed to expand a local transload facility. Previously completed segments of the
Southeast Connector, now known as Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway, have significantly impacted the
Greater Des Moines metropolitan and broader region.

This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several economic,
environmental, and equitable benefits providing better resident quality of life while enhancing the
sustained growth of lowa’s capital city and its surrounding region. The Southeast Connector will:

e Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines metropolitan area.

e Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will reduce
flood risk and allow for further industrial development in the area.

e Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a critical rail freight operation
for the region.

e Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved and additional access to
US 65 and the Interstate to serve area businesses and the transload facility resulting in more
efficient and lower cost shipping for the region.

e Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central lowa Trail System,
enhancing the quality of life and providing an alternative transportation option for area
residents.



e Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30th Street and Vandalia
Road.

The project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will enhance the area’s livability,
provide positive economic development, and job creation opportunities.

Respectively,

QRick f. Ceawford



7/20/2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

The Secretary of Transportation

Office of the Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support letter for City of Des Moines, IA - Southeast Connector Project — 2023 INFRA
Dear Mr. Secretary,

I am writing to support the Southeast Connector Project, requesting Infrastructure for Rebuilding
America (INFRA) funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG)
program. The proposed project will complete the final segment of the Southeast Connector
between SE 30th Street in Des Moines to US 65 in Pleasant Hill. This corridor will provide a
critical link to the larger transportation system while providing infrastructure needed to expand a
local transload facility. Previously completed segments of the Southeast Connector, now known
as Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway, have significantly impacted the Greater Des Moines
metropolitan and broader region.

This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several economic,
environmental, and equitable benefits providing better resident quality of life while enhancing
the sustained growth of lowa’s capital city and its surrounding region. The Southeast Connector
will:

e Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines metropolitan area.

» Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will
reduce flood risk and allow for further industrial development in the area.

o Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a critical rail freight
operation for the region.

o Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved and additional
access to US 65 and the Interstate to serve area businesses and the transload facility
resulting in more efficient and lower cost shipping for the region.

e Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central lowa Trail
System, enhancing the quality of life and providing an alternative transportation option
for area residents.

o Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30th Street and
Vandalia Road.

The project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will enhance the area's
livability and provide positive economic development and job creation opportunities.

Sincerely,

Jason Lemmert (Landus Location Lead, Pleasant Hill)

2 -



HELENA INDUSTRIES, INC.
P.O. Box 5004

Des Moines, |A 50306

Phone: (515) 262-8299

July 31,2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

The Secretary of Transportation

Office of the Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support letter for City of Des Moines, 1A - Southeast Connector Project — 2023 INFRA
Dear Mr. Secretary,

I am writing to support the Southeast Connector Project, requesting Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) funding from the
2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program. The proposed project will complete the final segment of the
Southeast Connector between SE 30th Street in Des Moines to US 65 in Pleasant Hill. This corridor will provide a critical link to the
larger transportation system while providing infrastructure needed to expand a local transload facility. Previously completed segments
of the Southeast Connector, now known as Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway, have significantly impacted the Greater Des Moines
metropolitan and broader region.

This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several economic, environmental, and equitable benefits
providing better resident quality of life while enhancing the sustained growth of lowa’s capital city and its surrounding region. The
Southeast Connector will:

e Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines metropolitan area.

e Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will reduce flood risk and allow for
further industrial development in the area.

e  Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a critical rail freight operation for the region.

e Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved and additional access to US 65 and the Interstate to
serve area businesses and the transload facility resulting in more efficient and lower cost shipping for the region.

e  Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central lowa Trail System, enhancing the quality of life
and providing an alternative transportation option for area residents.

e Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30th Street and Vandalia Road.

The project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will enhance the area's livability and provide positive economic
development and job creation opportunities.

Sincerely,
,ﬁ £
Troy L. Hugen
Plant Manager
Helena Industries, Inc.

Des Moines 1A 50317



Des Moines Cold Storage Company, In

3805 Vandalia Road, Des Moines lowa 50317

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 07/27/23
The Secretary of Transportation

Office of the Secretary of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support letter for City of Des Moines, 1A — Southeast Connector Project — 2023 INFRA
Dear Mr. Secretary,

I am writing to support the Southeast Connector Project, requesting Infrastructure for Rebuilding America
(INFRA) funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program. The proposed
project will complete the final segment of the Southeast Connector between SE 30" Street in Des Moines to US
65 in Pleasant Hill. This corridor will provide a critical link to the larger transportation system while providing
infrastructure needed to expand a local transload facility. Previously completed segments of the Southeast
Connector, now known as Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway, have significantly impacted the Greater Des
Moines metropolitan and broader region.

This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several economic, environmental,
and equitable benefits providing better resident quality of life while enhancing the sustained growth of lowa’s
capital city and its surrounding region. The Southeast Connector will:

o Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines metropolitan area.

« Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will reduce flood risk
and allow for further industrial development in the area.

e Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a critical rail freight operation for
the region.

o Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved and additional access to US 65
and the Interstate to serve area businesses and the transload facility resulting in more efficient and lower
cost shipping for the region.

e Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central Iowa Trail System, enhancing
the quality of life and providing an alternative transportation option for area residents.

o FEliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30" Street and Vandalia Road.

The project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will enhance the area’s livability and
provide positive economic development and job creation opportunities.

Sincerely,

/7 (/M T

CJ Morton, Des Moines Cold Storage, CFO
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August 2™, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

The Secretary of Transportation

Office of the Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support letter for City of Des Moines, IA - Southeast Connector Project —2023 INFRA

Dear Mr. Secretary,

I am writing to support the Southeast Connector Project, requesting Infrastructure for Rebuilding
America (INFRA) funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG)
program. The proposed project will complete the final segment of the Southeast Connector
between SE 30th Street in Des Moines to US 65 in Pleasant Hill. This corridor will provide a
critical link to the larger transportation system while providing infrastructure needed to expand a
local transload facility. Previously completed segments of the Southeast Connector, now known
as Martin Luther King, Jr. Parkway, have significantly impacted the Greater Des Moines
metropolitan and broader region.

This joint project by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill will result in several economic,
environmental, and equitable benefits providing better resident quality of life while enhancing
the sustained growth of Iowa’s capital city and its surrounding region. The Southeast Connector
will:

e Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines metropolitan area.

o Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will
reduce flood risk and allow for further industrial development in the area.

e« Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a critical rail freight
operation for the region.

« Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved and additional
access to US 65 and the Interstate to serve area businesses and the transload facility
resulting in more efficient and lower cost shipping for the region.

o Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central [owa Trail
System, enhancing the quality of life and providing an alternative transportation option
for area residents.

« Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30th Street and
Vandalia Road.

The project is a critical transportation improvement for the region that will enhance the area’s
livability and provide positive economic development and job creation opportunities.

Sincerely,
(_"/_ = 4 e

P wnie, CEO, Des Moines Industrial

www.dsmindustrial.com
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Walter L. Allen
Vice President — Natural Gas Liquids Operations

August 17, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

The Secretary of Transportation

Office of the Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support letter for City of Des Moines, IA - Southeast Connector Project — 2023
INFRA

Dear Mr. Secretary,

On behalf of ONEOK, Inc., and its subsidiaries (“ONEOK?”), please accept this letter in support
of the Southeast Connector Project, requesting Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA)
funding from the 2023 Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) program. The final
segment of the corridor between SE 30th Street in Des Moines to US 65 in Pleasant Hill will
complete a critical link in the region’s transportation system. This corridor will provide a critical
link to the larger transportation system while providing infrastructure needed to expand a local
transload facility.

We believe this joint project, by the cities of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill, will:

e Provide a direct and continuous travel route within the Des Moines metropolitan area.

e Support opportunity for further development in a historically economically distressed
area.

o Allow for expansion of the Des Moines Industrial transload facility, a critical rail freight
operation for the region.

e Incorporate improvements to the levee system and relocate a stormwater basin that will
reduce flood risk and allow for further industrial development in the area.

e Improve truck freight movement through the area by offering improved and additional
access to US 65 and the Interstate to serve area businesses and the transload facility
resulting in more efficient and lower cost shipping for the region.

e Provide a shared-use path along the corridor that fills a gap in the Central lowa Trail
System, enhancing the quality of life and provide an alternative transportation option for
area residents.

¢ Eliminate the need to traverse several at-grade railroad crossings on SE 30th Street and
Vandalia Road.

(00166766 - 1 }



Support Letter - Southeast Connecter Project - 2023
August, 2023
Page 2 of 2

ONEOK owns and operates one of the nation's premier natural gas and natural gas liquids (NGL)
systems, connecting NGL supply in the Mid-Continent, Permian and Rocky Mountain regions
with key market centers and is a leader in the gathering, processing, storage, and transportation of
natural gas in the U.S. ONEOK has operations in 18 states, including facilities and pipelines in
the State of lowa. We are dedicated to the safe, reliable, and environmentally responsible operation

of our assets.

Again, we offer our support to the Southeast Connector Project’s 2023 INFRA Grant request.

Sincerely,

Lo L P —
Walter L. Allen
Vice President — Natural Gas Liquids Operations

(00166766 -1 } 2
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